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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT SELECT COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 21 DECEMBER 2010 AT COMMITTEE ROOM III - COUNTY HALL, 
TROWBRIDGE. 
 
Present: 
 
Cllr Chuck Berry, Cllr Trevor Carbin (Reserve), Cllr Nigel Carter, Cllr Peter Colmer, 
Cllr Peter Doyle, Cllr Mollie Groom (Chairman), Cllr Russell Hawker (Reserve), Cllr Alan Hill, 
Cllr Charles Howard (Reserve), Cllr Julian Johnson (Reserve), Cllr Howard Marshall 
(Reserve), Cllr Ian McLennan and Cllr Anthony Trotman (Reserve) 
 
Also  Present: 
 
Cllr Richard Gamble, Cllr Jon Hubbard, Cllr George Jeans, Cllr David Jenkins, Cllr Jeffrey 
Ody, Cllr Jeff Osborn, Cllr John Thomson and Cllr Dick Tonge 
 
  

 
114. Apologies and Substitutions 

 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Rosemary Brown, Jose Green, Chris 
Humphries, Tom James, Stephen Oldrieve & Leo Randell. 
 
These were substituted by Cllrs Trevor Carbin, Russell Hawker, Charles 
Howard, Julian Johnson, Howard Marshall and Anthony Trotman. 
 

115. Declarations of Interests 
 
Cllr Russell Hawker declared a personal interest as his brother is a Westbury 
shop owner. 
 

116. Chairman's Announcements 
 
The Chairman reported that to facilitate the call-in process she had agreed that 
the following item of business could be considered as a matter of urgency in 
accordance with Section 100(B)(4)(b) of the Local Government (Access to 
Information) Act 1985. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
117. Public Participation 

 
Written submissions were distributed to the Committee from Kate Freeman on 
behalf of Kennet Passengers and Margaret Wilmot - Salisbury Campaign for 
Better Transport.  
 

118. Call - in of Cabinet Decision - Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 
 
The Chairman introduced the item by inviting the Scrutiny Officer to provide an 
overview of the process and the decision that the Committee was being asked 
to make. 
 
Cllrs Colmer and Carter started the debate by arguing the reasons why they felt 
the principles of decision making had not been met. Included within this 
commentary was the need for thorough scrutiny of the document, the lack of 
detail relating to bus subsidy levels and the need for more options to be 
considered. 
 
The Cabinet member was given an opportunity to respond and explained that 
when the Committee met in November the final car pricing structures were yet 
to be finalised, due to such factors as the comprehensive spending review. The 
Cabinet member would have been pleased to return to scrutiny with the final 
draft report, if requested. Clarification was also provided for pricing decisions in 
Amesbury and Salisbury. Details of the level of consultation were discussed, as 
well as the numbers of Wiltshire buses that required subsidy. The Committee 
was also referred to the Spatial Strategy 2009; the source document used to 
band the Wiltshire towns. The Cabinet member also acknowledged the minority 
report submitted following the last Committee meeting, and apologised that the 
detailed response was not circulated to the day of Cabinet, Tuesday 14th Dec. 
 
During the subsequent debate the Committee discussed the consultation 
process and the relationship between the executive and scrutiny, when 
undertaking policy reviews. The need for scrutiny to monitor the strategy 
following implementation was also emphasised.  
 
At the closure of the debate the Committee resolved: 
 
that it was satisfied by the response, and agreed to no further action 
being taken and requested that the decision-maker (Cabinet) was 
informed accordingly; noting that the decision would then be 
implemented immediately. 
 
Recorded Vote: 

 
The above decision was the subject of a recorded vote requested in accordance 
with paragraph 91 of Part 4 of the Constitution – Council Rules of Procedure 
and recorded as follows: 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
For the motion:           (7) 
 
Cllrs Berry, Doyle, Groom, Hill, Howard, Johnson, Trotman 
   
Against the motion:    (6) 
  

Cllrs Carbin, Carter, Colmer, Hawker, McLennan, Marshall. 
 

119. Date of next Meeting 
 
The Committee noted the date of the next meeting – 11 January 2011 – 
10.30am. 
 

 
(Duration of meeting:  10.30  - 11.50 am) 

 
 
 

The Officer who has produced these minutes is Sharon Smith, of Democratic 
Services, direct line (01225) 718378, e-mail sharonl.smith@wiltshire.gov.uk 

 
Press enquiries to Communications, direct line (01225) 713114/713115 

 


